


LlpkBa CBeTor Axunmja 3agy»>k6umHa je cCprckor Kpasba
LparytnHa Hemarsuha, moaurHyTa y Xlll Beky. NpeactaBiba
OYXOBHU CBETUOHUK Apurba. CBOjoM crneLndryHOM
APXUTEKTYPOM M BOoraTM PPECKOCTMKAPCTBOM 3ay3MMa
BUCOKY MO3uLMjy Mehy CPMCKMM CpeaHOBEKOBHUM
cBeTUHbaMa. Kpo3 BEKOBE, TOKaLMja Ha Kojoj ce Hanasu
LpkBa CBeTor Axunuja ogyBeK je cxBaTaHa 1 OOXKMB/baBaHa
Kao cBeTa. [No3HaTo je Aa je Ha MecCTy rae ce AaHac y3gmxe
BenenenHo 34akbe LpKBe MoCTojano CBETUAMLLTE joLl Y
CTapujeM rBo3geHoM 1 6poH3aHoM goby. MpBu
MaTepwujanHW Tpar maraHcKor xpamMa npencraB/ba TpajaHoB
HoBYMh NpoHaNeH y HajcTapujeM Oeny apXeooLLKOr
NIOKanuTeTa OKO LipKBe CBeTOr AXmnunja, LWITO AoKasyje
MocTojatbe aKTUBHE HaceobuHe. XpaM je rpafeH of ceape
ca 3U0BKMMa YCMEePEHUM Ka MMaBHWUM CTpaHaMa CBeTa U
npencTaB/bao je Akpononuc unm lopru rpag.CadyBaHu cy
[enoBu noamjymMa Koju ce 1 gaHac Mory BuaeTu. MNpe Hero
LITO je upkBa CBeTor Axunumja narpaheHa, nocrojana je
Makba LLPKBa YMjM Cce OCTallM Hanase UCcrnofd TemMerba 1
capalwre. [laTtoBarbe NpBe LpKBe, rpaleHe Kkao cella F
memoriae — rpaheBMHa NoaurHyTa n3Hag rpota 3HadajHe
LLPKBEHE NIMYHOCTU, HE MOXe Ce Ta4YHO oapeanTKn, anu ce
rnpeTnocTaB/ba Aa jy je mogmrao uap CaMyun Kpajem X n
noyeTtkoMm Xl Beka. loanHy AaHa HakoH LWTo ce CBeTn CaBa
n360pKro 3a ayTokedanHocT Cpricke npaBoc/aBHe LpKBe
1220. roanHe XMPOTOHMCAHW Cy NMPBU enNncKonu, Mehy
KojuMa 1 MopaBuyku. Ceguiute MopaBUUKe enmUcKonuje
6una je kategpana y Apuby.CpegmHom Xlll Beka LipkBa je
CTpagana y pasaparbrma npaheHrM NoXapoMm ynanom
HemnpujaTesbCKMX CMNa Ha CPICKY TePUTOPU]Y.YOP30 HaKoH
pasaparba NpBe LPKBE, CPMCKU Kparb dparyTnH Hemarbuh
oaydyje oa o6HoBM xpaM noceeheH CBeToM AXUINjY.
PyLieBuHe cTape LpKBe Cy YKNOHEHE, a OKO 1283. roanHe
royesnia je n3rpagHa HOBOT XpaMma.
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The Church of St. Achillius is the symbol of Arilje as well as
its spiritual lighthouse. It was built in XIII century as the
endowment of The King Dragutin Nemanji¢.The fact that it
belongs to Raska architectural style outside altogether with
rich collection of frescos inside is what makes this church
highly — positioned among Serbian medieval shrines.
Throughout centuries, its location in the town has always
been regarded as holly. Namely, at the site of this grandiose
building there used to be a sanctuary in the late Iron and
Bronze Age. The first piece of evidence to confirm the
existence of The Pagan temple was Trajan's coin, found in
the oldest archaeological site around The Church of St.
Achillius. This was the clear proof of the active settlement.
The church was made of tuff with the walls facing East,
West, North and South. The building was called The
Acropolis or The Upper Town. The parts of the floor have
been preserved to this day. Before The Church of St.
Achillius was built, there had been a smaller church on the
very spot. So the remains of the old church served as a
foundation for the new one. The old church, whose
construction time is difficult to determine, was built as a
cella memoriae - representing the place where an
ecclesiastical person was buried. It is believed that it was
built by The King Samuel at the very end of X and the
beginning of XI century. In 1220, a year after St. Sava had
won the autonomy for The Serbian Orthodox Church, the
first ordinations of the bishops followed, among which was
the ordination of the bishop of Morava District. The seat of
Morava Bishopric was the cathedral in Arilje. In the middle
of XIII century, the church was demolished due to a fire as
consequence of the constant enemy attacks on our
country. Soon after its demolition, The King Dragutin
decided to rebuild the temple dedicated to St. Achillius. The
ruins of the old church were removed in order to start
building the new temple around 1283.




LlpkBa CBeTor Axunuja je jegHob6poaHa rpaheBuHa, y3 Unjm cy Haoc
norpaheHu Kpauu TpaHcenTa LUTO HeH U3rnen npmnobnumkasa
n3rneny cnobogHor KpCTa, OK Crosba ofaje yTucak TpobpoaHe
6a3nnnke. TBOPLM XpamMa HUCY HWU cnyTUNu Aa he ynpaso oBaj
XpaM 6UTU jeoaH y HM3Y nocnefrunx rpaheHmx y ctuny Pawke
LKOMe rpaguTesbCcTBa.

LipkBa je BepTMKanHO ycTpeMrbeHa 1 ycknaheHa ca TagallbuMm
eCTEeTCKMM CTpeMIberbMMa ca 3anaga, O4HOCHO efleMeHTUMa
rOTUYKOT U POMaHMYKOr rpaguterscTea. acage LpKBe Koje cy
6une ocnukaHe ofajy NPU3Harbe U BU3aHTUCKOM CTUY rpagHe
Tora Beka. CBe LLpKBe pallKe LLUKose bune cy obaBujeHe 3uanHama
Y OKBMPY KOjUX CYy CEe Hanasune v agMUHUCTPaTUBHE 3rpage 1
KacHWje MaHacTup YmMme je LipkBa CBeTor Axmnmja HEMUHOBHO Ha
MpPosia3HWKe OCTaBIbasla yTUCaK BETMYAHCTBEHOCTU, LUTO je Cryyaj
M faHac. Y6P30 HaKoH 13rpafmse Xpama, 4o3uaaHa je criorballHba
npunpaTa LUTO je YCOBUO BENUKM BPOj BEpHMKa 3a Koje
MOpaBUYKa LLpKBa HWje 61na LOBO/bHO MPocTpaHa. JeaHa of,
KapaKTepUCTUKa LIPKBE Cy U ynasHa BpaTa Ha jy)KHOj CTpaHu
npunpaTe LUTO MPKOCKU NMpaBuinMa rpafemsa, anu pasnor ToMe je
HeMOryRNHOCT NpoLLMpPEeHa Ha 3amafdHy CTpaHy ycren CTPpMmX
naguHa niaToa Ha KOM ce LpKBa Hanasu.

BuaHo MMcHoHapcKa ynora Kategpane Hapo4ymTo je McKasaHa y
CNUKaHUM MPU30opKMMa Ha MPOCTPaHKM 3MO0BMMa XpaMa. LipkBy
CBeTor Axunuja cy ocnmkanu dpeckocnmkapu ns ConyHa, LOK
HaThuc 13 TaMbypa Kyrnose cBeaoyu o 1296. roanHM Kao roanHM
3aBpLUETKa OcMKaBama. Kako apuibcka LpKBa Huje rpaheHa kao
May30/1€ej Kpa/beBCKe MOopoauLLEe, HU MPOorpaM Xmeonumca Huje
paheHa Ha Taj HauMH. M3 dpeckocnmkapcTBa LpkBe CBeTor
AXunuja ogcycTByjy MPOrpamMcKa peLuera TUNnm4YHa 3a nepmos,
CNKaHba CPICKUX CBETUHA, @ KaPaKTEPUCTMYHA 3a cyceHe
BU3aHTUMjcKe obnactu. ClinkaHe KoMmnosuumje pacropeheHe cy y
HEKOMNKO XOPU3OHTANTHUX 30HA, CAbpPaHUX Yy apXUTEKTYPU Xpama U
HEFOBMM CTPYKTYPHUM Oe10BUMA.




The Church of St. Achillius is a single-nave church, with the
transepts added to building in the shape of the cross. From the
outside, the building has a shape of a three — nave basilica. The
founders didn't bode that this very church would be one of the last
examples of Raska architectural school. Influenced by the western
styles of Roman and Gothic, the position of the church has a
dominant vertical shape. What is more, the fagade of the church

| was painted in another style of that time — Byzantine style.

| Typical of Raska architectural school, all the churches as well as
their premises were surrounded by the walls, which made these
building grandiose and important to the visitors and passers-by.
Soon after the church was built, the outter narthex was added due
&8 to increasing number of people and the lack of space. Unlike other
,‘ Orthodox churches, this one has the main door on the south side
of the narthex. The only reason for this is that the west side of the
hill on which the church is located is very steep.

The vast inner walls are painted vividly to show us the missionary
purpose of the temple.The Church of St.Achillius was painted by
the fresco painters from Thessaloniki. The inscriptions from the
dome's tambour tell us about the year 1296 as the year when the - :
painters finished their work here. =

Since the church wasn't built to be a king's mausoleum, the
structure of the fresco painting is not typical for the contemporary
style under the influence of Byzantium:. The compositions were

arranged in a few horizontal zones, gathered in the structural parts
of the building.




MpencTaBa cBeTUX apxaHhena Ha NpunasxMa onTapy NPUNMCyje ce ynora YyBapa CBETUNMLLTA.
CnuKaHW cy y HajCBEeYaHUjUM LLapCKMUM UKW OPYTM OBOPCKUM OQ0PaMa, ay pyKamMa cy Manm
BNagapeBe MHCUrHuje. ApxaHhenu ce y Apuiby jaBrbajy Kao YyBapm Koju 64ujy Haf, MpecToOHOM
[BOPaHOM HEAECKOr Liapa Tj. Haf, ON1TapoM Ca YaCHOM Tprne3oM. APUIbCKM NnaBu aHNeo je
npencraBa ApxaHNena FaBpuna, Koju OKPEHYT HagecHo 6narocuba BoropoanLy nako

WNCMPY>KEHOM AECHOM PYKOM, a Y JIEBOj HOCU FMAaCHWYKY manuuy. Ha jy>KHoj cTpaHun npunpate
HaCMMKaHa je KTMTOPCKa KOMMOo3MLMja Ha KOjoj Cy MpeacTarbeHU Kparb LparyTWH, Kparb

MunyTuH 1 OparyTuHoBa cynpyra, Kparbuua KatennHa. Kparb paryTvH NpUHOCK MOAen Xpama
XpUCTy, HaCTMKaHOM Yy CerMeHTy Heba Koju ra 6narocurba. Hepganeko of ose dppecke,

HacvkKaHa je npencTtaBa CeBeTor AXMnjakoja MMa MoCcpenHWYKy yaory y putyany npefaje

Xpama XpucTy. MNMpencraBa XpucTta Auaackanoca, HacnMKaHa Ha jy»KHOj 30HM Haoca, Ha U3NoX6u
penpoaykKLmje dpecaka xpuwhaHckor Mctoka y Mapwusy 1971. rogmnHe noHena je npusHarbe e
HajnenLwmn BU3yenHm NaeHTUTET.
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The saint archangels painted around the altar were set to symbolize the guardian angels of the
temple. Dressed in rich emperor's or court's gowns, they held the emperor's insignia in their
hands. The archangels' role in this church is to take care of the hall and the throne of the
heavenly emperor, i.e. to watch the honorable altar table. '"The Blue Angel'" of Arilje depicts St.
Archangel Gabriel, who is looking to the right, sending a blessing to Virgin Marry with his right
hand slightly outstretched. In his left hand we can see the messenger's stick. On the south side
of the narthex, we can see the whole composition dedicated to the founder, The King Dragutin
and his wife, The Queen Katelina, as well as Dragutin's brother, The King Milutin. The King
Dragutin is holding the model of the church showing it to the Jesus himself. Jesus sends him a
blessing from heaven. Close to this one, there is a fresco with St. Achillius as the mediator in this
ritual. On the south side of the nave, the fresco painting which depicts Jesus as Didascalos, was
declared the most beautiful visual identity at “The Christians of the East' exhibition in Paris in
1971.



»,Ko Tebe Huje Bugeo,
Taj He 3Ha Ceb6e*
BpaHko MumkoBuh

“He who has not seen you
is ignorant of himself”
Branko Miljkovic
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Tokom XIV Beka , 3a BpeMe BnagaBuHe Lapa [yliaHa, kategpana CBeTor Axunuja je ysgurHyTa y
paHr MuTpornonuje. NodeTkoM XV BeKa MaHacTUPCKO 063uhe ce Wnpw, 3rpane ce obHaBbajy U
MaHacCTMpP HacTaB/ba Aa XXMBW. Beh HeKonMKo feLeHnja KacHuje, MUTPOMNovja Ce NMpeMeLUTa U
MaHacCTUpPY NPencToju HEKOMMKO TELLKMUX BEKOBA TOKOM KOjUX je 6una nasbeH, yH1LITaBaH,
HanywTaH. OpoHyna 3aay>K6MHa CPNCKOr Kpasba dparyTrnHa Hemarsrha octana je 3anyLiTeHa
cBe [0 1829. rogmHe Kaga nodmtbe HheHo obHaB/barse. 1833. rogmHe, nocrne gyre rayse, NoHOBO
Cy ce orflacuia LpKBeHa 3BOHa, Koja je pyjaHCKWM KHe3 JoBaH Muhuh, y3 6orocnykbeHe Krsure m
obpenHe npenMeTe NoKIoOHNO OOGHOBIBEHO] LIPKBU.

TOKOM OBUMHUX aPXEOIOLLKUX PAAOoBa Koje je CrPOoBOAMO PenyOnnyKky 3aBo 3a 3aLlUTUTY
CrMOMeHUKa KynType, y HEMOCPEeaHO] OKOMMHMK LipKBe CBETOr AXUNMja OTKPUBEHM CY 3HAYajHM
MOKPETHW Hanasu: NlyKCy3He nosnaheHe HayLlwHMLE YKPaLLUEHMX PAaCKOLLIHMM OeTarbUMa,
6POH3aHO NpPCTEHE YKPaLLEHO po3eTaMa, HaPYKBMULLE Of YETBOPOCTPYKE YBUjEHE XML, Kao U
pasHonocyhe Koje je kopuwheHo og IXgoXIll Beka, U3 Kor meprofa notuye 1 npoHaNeHu HaKuT.
ApTedakTn HaheHW y LipKBU CBeTOr AXUAKja U HeHOj HEMOCPeaHOj BNN3UHK YyBajy Ce Y
HapogoHoM My3ejy Cpbuje 1 HapogHoMm My3ejy YykuLe.




During the reign of The King Dusan in XIV century, The Church of St. Achillius was elevated to
the rank of Metropolitanate. At the beginning of XV century, property walls spread, the adjacent
buildings were rebuilt and the church's social life was active again. A few decades later,
however, the Metropolitanate was moved away from Arilje, which caused serious damage to the
church. Namely, in the centuries to come, it was demolished, burnt as well as abandoned more
than once. The decrepit endowment of The Serbian King Dragutin Nemanji¢ remained such
until the end of 1829 when the reconstruction of the church began. In 1833, after long silence,
people could hear the church bells again. These bells were given as a present by The Prince
Jovan Mici¢ from nearby village of UZice. Apart from the bells, he also donated the church
books and ritual objects.

During very serious and durable archaeological excavations around the church held by The
Institute for the Protection of Cultural Monuments of Serbia, the archaeologists found very
prominent material evidence: a luxury set of gold plated earrings with a lot of decorative details,
the bronze rings decorated with rossetes, bracelets made of four layers of string, as well as the
dishes, all used from IX to XlIl century. These artifacts found on this archeological site are kept in
The National Museum in Belgrade and Uzice.
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